IMPORTANT NOTICE

ABOUT BENEFIT PLAN CHANGES
May 2023
To All Participants of the IBEW Local 701 Welfare Fund:
The COVID-19 national emergency and public health emergency declarations expired on May 11, 2023.

COVID-19 TESTING AND VACCINATIONS
Effective as of the end of the COVID-19 National Emergency Period, the Plan will cover COVID-19 testing and vaccinations as described below.

1. COVID-19 Vaccinations and Boosters

COVID-19 vaccinations and boosters are considered “preventive care” under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Therefore, vaccinations and boosters provided by an in-network provider will continue to be covered at 100% and without cost-sharing.  Vaccinations and boosters provided by an out-of-network provider, will be paid at the out-of-network rate and subject to the standard deductibles and out-of-pocket limits.

2. COVID-19 Testing

Coverage for COVID-19 testing performed at a clinic or doctor’s office will be covered, subject to the Plan’s normal payment provisions with respect to diagnostic testing, in addition to the applicable deductible, out-of-pocket limit, copayments, and coinsurance.  Your cost share for out-of-network services will be higher.  Over-the-counter COVID-19 tests will be excluded from coverage by the Plan.

Note: Charges to treat an actual case of COVID-19 will continue to be paid the same as any other illness.  

If you have any questions regarding these changes, please contact the Fund Office.

Sincerely,
Board of Trustees

IBEW Local 701 Welfare Fund


